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Definition 

 

Computers, tablets and other digital platforms are now part of everyday life. For most of us, technology is 

essential to our lives, at home and at work. ‘Computational thinking’ is a skill children must be taught if they 

are to be ready for the workplace and able to participate effectively in this digital world. The new national 

curriculum for computing provides schools with an exciting opportunity to reinvigorate teaching and learning in 

this important area of the curriculum. There is a far greater focus now on learning about computers and 

computation, not simply learning how to use technology. In the 2014 curriculum computing in primary schools 

was split into three areas; digital literacy, information technology and computer science. A computing 

curriculum and the use of technology across the school should reflect these categories.  

 

Aims - In our school we aim to: 

• Ensure all staff and pupils are confident, competent, and independent users of a range of technology. 

• Motivate and inspire pupils and raise standards. 

• Develop an appreciation of the use of ICT in the context of the wider world. 

• Enrich learning and promote both autonomous study and group work 

• Develop pupil’s ability to use ICT appropriately and choose software suitable for a task. 

• Provide continuity and progression in the knowledge, skills and understanding of the National 

Curriculum. 

• Develop ICT into all curriculum areas. 

• Foster group work and collaboration between peers 

• Care for and respect equipment 

• Share resources. 

 

Roles and Responsibilities   

The ICT/Computing coordinator will be responsible for:   

• Provide models for teaching and resources to ensure staff are confident and competent in delivering 

the Computing curriculum and ICT 

• Purchasing equipment  

• Liaising with the ICT Technician to ensure that the network is managed and run efficiently  

• Reviewing INSET needs for all staff and provide suitable training opportunities  

• Keeping up to date with developments and new technologies  

• Developing a monitoring and assessment programme to monitor and improve the quality of teaching 

of computing and use of digital equipment across the school. 

• Reporting to the Head Teacher on changes to the Computing curriculum and latest technology 

changes  

• Reviewing and implementing ICT/Computing policy, POS and Action plan. 

 

 

 

 

Subject leaders will be responsible for  



 

• developing cross-curricular links and ways that ICT can be used effectively in their subject area with 

the support of the ICT Coordinator  

 

Class teachers will be responsible for:  

• Delivering the National Curriculum for Computing successfully, providing access to all pupils, 

developing the use of the ICT within all lessons where appropriate  

• Reporting any problems or faults to the School Based Technician   

• Ensuring pupils follow the rules and are informed on how to use digital equipment safely   

• Record keeping about the progress and attainment of all pupils  

• Ensuring equal access for all pupils  

Teaching and Learning. 

We carry out the curriculum planning in three phases (long, medium and short term). The long-term plan maps 

the ICT topics that the pupils study in each term during each key stage. The ICT subject leader devises this in  

conjunction with teaching colleagues in each year group and the pupils apply their ICT skills as part of their 

learning in other subject areas. Our medium-term plans give details of each unit of work for each term. They 

identify the key learning objectives for each unit of work and make cross-curricular links. Each year group is 

responsible for writing the short-term plans which list the specific learning objectives and expected outcomes 

for each lesson.  

 

Computing at St Malachy’s  

Computing has deep links with mathematics, science, and design and technology, and provides insights into both 

natural and artificial systems. The core of computing is computer science, in which pupils are taught the principles 

of information and computation, how digital systems work, and how to put this knowledge to use through 

programming 

 

In our school we aim to: 

• Ensure pupils are confident, competent, and independent users of ICT. 

• Motivate and inspire pupils and raise standards. 

• Develop an appreciation of the use of ICT in the context of the wider world. 

• Enrich learning and promote both autonomous study and group work 

• Develop pupil’s ability to use technology appropriately and choose software suitable for a task. 

• Provide continuity and progression in the knowledge, skills and understanding of the National Curriculum. 

• Develop ICT into all curriculum areas. 

The National Curriculum 

Key stage 1 - Pupils should be taught to: 

 understand what algorithms are; how they are implemented as programs on digital devices; and that programs 

execute by following precise and unambiguous instructions 

 create and debug simple programs 

 use logical reasoning to predict the behaviour of simple programs 

 use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve digital content 

 recognise common uses of information technology beyond school 



 use technology safely and respectfully, keeping personal information private; identify where to go for help and 

support when they have concerns about content or contact on the internet or other online technologies. 

 

Key stage 2 - Pupils should be taught to: 

 design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific goals, including controlling or simulating physical 

systems; solve problems by decomposing them into smaller parts 

 use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs; work with variables and various forms of input and output 

 use logical reasoning to explain how some simple algorithms work and to detect and correct errors in algorithms 

and programs 

 understand computer networks including the internet; how they can provide multiple services, such as the world 

wide web; and the opportunities they offer for communication and collaboration 

 use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are selected and ranked, and be discerning in 

evaluating digital content 

 select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on a range of digital devices to design 

and create a range of programs, systems and content that accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, 

evaluating and presenting data and information 

 use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a 

range of ways to report concerns about content and contact. 

 

Assessment, recording and reporting  

 

As the school develops its resources and expertise to deliver the computing curriculum, topics will planned that 

integrate computing into other curriculum areas. Pupil progress towards these objectives will be recorded by 

teachers as part of their pupil tracker data. Pupils will save work on the school network. Other work may be 

printed and filed within the subject from which the task was set. Lessons will be recorded in topic books in a 

variety of ways such as QR codes, self or peer evaluation, diagrams, written pieces and photographs. 

 

The contribution of ICT to teaching in other curriculum areas  

  

The teaching of ICT contributes to teaching and learning in all curriculum areas. Planning in other curriculum 

areas should reflect the high priority we place on ICT and opportunities to use ICT should be explore when ever 

possible.  

 

Access and Deployment - ICT network infrastructure and equipment has been sited so that  

 

Each classroom has a computer connected to the network and an Interactive Whiteboard  

Each class teacher has their own class Ipad 

There is a bank of 15 laptops located on the Key Stage One corridor. 

There is a bank of 14 Laptops located on the Key Stage Two corridor. 

There is 16 Ipads located on the Key Stage Two corridor. 

There is 15 Ipads located on the Key Stage One corridor 

Reception class have two laptops permanently set up as part of their provision  

There are 6 ProBots which are located in the Key Stage One computing cupboard 

There is one computer in the nursery which is permanently set up as part of continuous provision. 

The school acknowledges the need to continually maintain, update and develop its ICT resources by 



• Investing in software that will effectively deliver the Computing curriculum  

• Investing in software that will support the use of ICT across the curriculum 

• Liaising with ICT technician to ensure all technology is used correctly and to it’s full potential. 

 

Learning beyond the Classroom  

The school website is continually updated and teachers are encouraged to contribute to their own class page. 

The school website can be found at www.st-malachys.manchester.sch.uk/  Children are encouraged to access 

ICT for research for homework and  learning logs. 

SEN and Gift and Talented 

At St Malachy’s we believe that ICT can play a valuable role in enabling children with special needs to access 

the curriculum. In some instances the use of ICT has a considerable impact on the quality of work that children 

produce; it increases their confidence and motivation. Where possible, ICT  resources are deployed to support 

children with SEN. Our most able and gifted and talented children are encouraged to use ICT creatively to 

challenge themselves in their work at school and at home. 

Equal Opportunities  

In line with our Equal Opportunity Policy all children, regardless of gender and ability, will have equal access 

to the Computing curriculum and will have the opportunity to make the most of their own potential, within this 

field. (See Equal Opportunities policy) 

Security  

• All ICT equipment will be numbered and kept in a safe. All items will be listed in ICT equipment audit. 

• Any equipment taken off site is the responsibility of the teacher  

• The ICT Technician will be responsible for regularly updating anti-virus software  

• Use of ICT will be strictly in line with the school’s ‘Acceptable Use Policy’  

• Parents will be made aware of the ‘Acceptable Use policy’  

• All pupils and parents will be aware of the School Rules for Responsible Use of ICT and the Internet and will 

understand the consequence of any misuse.  

All pupils and parents will be educated in E-Safety.  

 

Health and Safety and ICT  

  

• Setting up and moving equipment;  

• Establishing appropriate working conditions;  

• General electrical safety as prescribed by the authority.  

Please refer to Health and Safety Policy for further information.  

 

 

Quality Assurance  

  

Any school development of ICT is documented within the School Improvement Plan, which addresses  

the priorities for ICT within the school and also takes account of CPD opportunities required by staff.  

The results of audits will be used to inform and substantiate developments.  

 

Computing Co-ordinator is to write an action plan, set targets and monitor progress throughout school. 

 

http://www.st-malachys.manchester.sch.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 


